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RETROSPECT. 


An incident highly characteristic of the times has recently 
engaged public attention at Bedford, where Mr Tnwards, ‘a 
lecturer on Mesmerism, laid the science open to all the obloquy 
attaching to a second edition of “Wakley-cum-O’Key,” byallow- 
ing a person of the name of Whyatt, who he confesses is “ ax 
ixnorant of the subject as a new-born babe,” to operate upon 
Mrs. Barnes, one of his (Mr. L.'s) patients, by way of testing 
the validity of the phenomena. Weare sorry that Mr. Inwards, 
who appears to be very earnest in the cause, should so far have 
committed it to the care of such a suckling as he represents Mr. 
Whyait to be, since that gentleman, just as much as Mr. 
Wakley, has only shown by the trust how impossible it is for 
any one to test what he does not understand. So far as we 
can comprehend it, the case stands thus :—Mr. Inwards having 
operated pretty often upon Mrs. Barnes, and by specific mani- 
pulations produced certain effects, brings her before the public 
with a belief, if not a prediction, that the same process will again 
lead to the same results. Even this is venturing somewhat too 
much,—for uniform results of a uniform process even of the 
sune operaior upon the same patient, are not always to be 
depended npon ; but may vary, according to the internal con- 
dition of either party, the time, the place, and the influence of 
other concomitant circumstances. Sull, had the case rested 
here, it does not appear that Mesmerism would have suffered 


E 
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by it. The grievance was, that another operator, knowing 
nothing of the true principles of the science, should have had 
confided to him Mr. Inward's patient, evidently with a tacit, if 
hot an avowed understanding, that if his influence (which would 
necessarily be of a kind somewhat differing from Mr, L.'s,) and 
his unskilful manipulations, did not produce the same effects, 
the result must be set down as evidence against the scienco! 
What an absurdity! Yet, upon this kind of evidence—or 
rather, as it appears by the report upon Mr. Whyatt’s simple 
ipse dixit—both lecturer and patient were coudemned by the 
majority of the audience as impostors. We have not space to 
describe—nor is it necessary, if we had—the whole of Mr. 
Whyatt's bungling operation; but taking the report most fa- 
vourable to his side of the question as correct, we should not 
hesitate to pronounce the case genuine; and what he in his 
ignorance and presumption set down as failures, to be simple 
and decisive illustrations (to a well-informed Mesmerist) ofa 
natural truth. At one time, it appears, he supposed himself 
pointing towards the organ of Adhesiveness in Mrs. Barnes, 
during her somnolence, when the negative though proximate 
organ became actuated, and she manifested its functions 

expressing a wish for something to be taken out of her way. It 
so happens, that in the space allotted on the common busts to 
Adhesiveness, there are several organs, the location of which 
Mr. Whyatt, having paid so little attention to Phreno-Mes- 
merism, is hardly likely to understand ; yet when he proclaims 
one of his own miserable failures to the audience, a lecturer 
who declares he has paid considerable attention to the subject 
is to be condemned for it. In denouncing the preposterous 
course pursued by his opponents, we cannot, however, altogether 
exculpate Mr. Inwards. He knows Mesmerism to be true; 
why, then, did he place its interests in the hands of one who 
comprehended, as he says, no more of its principles than “a 
new-born babe ?” Mesmerism, being true, ought to be guarded 
by its professors with as much prudence and dignity as the 
oldest science. Which of his professional opponents—what 
experimenter in any branch of philosophy—would submit to 
tests so irrational as he did, and risk the reputation of his science 
on the result? The profoundest Mesmerists yet feel how much 
there is in the phenomena they educe that cannot be clearly 
accounted for on any principle already established. He, there- 
fore, who deviates from the simple line of induction, and 
pronounces a vonclusion upon experiments he does not know 
“properly how to conduct, as did Mr. Whyatt, is worthy only of 
being laughed at. 
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What Mr. Whyatt’s profession is we do not know. He may 
be a grocer, or a druggist, or a lecturer on electricity. What- 
ever he be, we must suppose him better acquainted with the 
nature of his own avocation than a man who never pursued it ; 
and we will, for the sake of argument, take it to be the latter, as 
the miost scientific and akin to our subject. Supposing him to 
be invited to the town where resides Mr. Inwards, for the pur- 
pose of expounding and illustrating the principles of electricity, 
and Mr. Inwards attending his lecture, ignorant of the subject 
as “‘ a new-born babe.” Electrical apparatus requiring to be 
very carefully prepared and adjusted, and liable to serious dis- 
arrangement from the meddling of ignorant people is on the 

latform, the audience seated at a respectable distance; and 
Mr. Whyatt, meeting with no annoyance, is proceeding with 
his experiments, and giving his explanations, which there would 
be no occasion for his doing, were his audience already well- 
informed on its theme. Wise enough, however, to know their 
own ignorance, they are content to admire what they cannot 
account for; aud though to manufacture lightning by machinery 
may seem somewhat like coujuring, they do not vote Mr. 
Whyatt an impostor. At a certain stage of the proceedings, 
however, (as we will ppa up gets Mr. Inwards and a knot 
of his neighbours, confessing their ignorance, but declaring 
themselves (than which no declaration is more easy) lovers of 
truth, and badgering the lecturer till he allows Mr. I. in the 
name of the pariy, to attempt the enlightening of them by 
handling the machinery himself. The natural result of this is, 
that from the very indifferent manner in which the proceeding 
is conducted, the apparatus is thrown into a wrong condition; 
the experiments anount to were bungling; Mr. Whyatt is a 
stranger, and there is no danger in offending him ; his opponent 
cannot understand what he has done, and does not like to betray 
his ignorance to the audience by whom he is well known. His 
coadjutors being in a so:newhat similar case, and actuated by 
similar motives—being, too, whut are called men of weight in 
the locality, and able to influence the feelings of the mecting, 
therelore get a resolution passed, declaring the fuilure not to be 
on the part of the man who has presumed to meddle, but,of the 
lecturer who allowed him, and who is consequently in their 
esteem an impostor! Whatever Mr. Whyatt and his coadjutors 
may think of the mater, this supposed change of cases puts it 
in an equitable hyht. Under the circumstances imagined, the 
eonduct of Mr, Inwards at his own town of Houghton Regis, 
would be quite as rational and justifiable as was that of Mr. 
Whyatt, at Bedford. Wedo not use language stronger than 
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our feelings when we assert that, let Mr. Inwards and bis patient 
be whatever they may—and we have heard nothing to convince 
us that they are other than honest and respectable; taking the 
case merely upon its own merits as reported in an opposition 
print,—the conduct of the Anti-Mesinerists towards them and 
the subject, was not only irrational but heartless in the extreme. 
Mr. Inwards has published a spirited letter on the subject in 
the Bedford Mercury—a paper which appears quite open toa 
fair discussion of the question. 

From the contemplation of such obstacles, we turn with plea- 
sure to glance at the progress of Mesmerism elsewhere. Ina 
recent course of lectures at Wolverhampton, we were supported 
by several of the most respectable medical gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood, who not only firmly believe in the science, but 
are beginning to make it of practical importance in a curative 
sense. We shall not soon forget the strenuous and honourable 
part they took in favour of the truth, against repeated objections 
urged with unexampled pertinacity. Nor is it a less cheering 
fact, that the Phreno-Mesmeric Society of Liverpool has no 
less than nine or ten of the profession amongst its members, 
and that the Medical Hall has been voted for its use. Itis by 
a talented member of this institution, that we have been favoured 
with the methodical diagram which will be found in our present 
number, to which we call the attention of all our correspondents. 
Experiments carried on in the spirit he recommends cannot 
fail to induce the most satisfactory results. 

It will be seen that from the pages of our valued contem- 
porary, the New York Magnet, edited by the Rev. La Ro 
Sunderland, we have extracted an article the interest of whic 
must be an apology for its length. Since the medical gentle- 
man who had the management of the case, has been so 
peculiarly observant and minute in his details, we have chosen 
to give the whole rather than a summary, as in such a matter 
even incidents that seem trivial are often significant of important 
principles. Its insertion must be our excuse for postponing 
several articles of correspondence, as well as notices of books, 
&c, to another opportunity. A few more numbers will bring 
us to the close of the year, when an enlarged form will enable 
us to do our friends more ample justice. 


REYNOLDS ON CLAIRVOYANCE. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE PHRENO-MAGNET. 


S1r,—In a memoir of Pigault Lebrn, by G. M. W. Rey- 
nolds, may be found the following remarks :— 
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Pigault Lebrun was a staunch believer in animal magnetism, and in 
the possibility of e somnambulist perceiving all that was taking place at 
s distance, The following circumstance is said to have been the original 
cause of this superstition :— 

One day Pigault had sent a aomnambulist to sleep, and was about to 
awake her, when one of the spectators demanded of her what was taking 
place at that moment in Paris, the Mesmerism here alluded to having 
taken place in a country town at a very great distance from the metropolis, 

“ A young man has just thrown himself off the parapet of Pont Neuf,” 
said she, still asleep: “ I see it all!” 

“You see the circumstances distinctly ?" 

“ Beyond all doubt! He re-appears upon the surface of the Seine— ` 
assistance is at hand—he is saved !" 

Some minutes passed away, during which smilea and murmurs of 
incredulity passed amongst the spectators. Pigault addressed another 
question to the sleeping girl relative to the event; her reply was as 
follows :— 

“I see him plainly! he is now upon the quay! He is a young man 
of about twenty, beautifully dressed, and elegant in appearance, He has 
not even fainted. He now walks onwards; but crowds are following him!" 

When the somnambulist awoke, Pigault inquired if she recollected what 
had just passe(l upon the Pont Neuf; but she appeared very much sur- 
prised, knew not even the manie of the bridge of which Pigault had 
apoken, and declared that she had never been in Paris—a statement 
which subsequent inquiry proved to be correct. The circumstance was 
an extraordinary one, and the girl's statement was of course totally dis- 
believed. A few days afterwards tha Jowrnal de Paris reached the place 
where this event occurred, and Pigault perceived an article relative to an 
attempt at suicide. He read—rubbed his eyes—and read again. There 
was no room for doubt; the report in the newspaper perfectly coincided 
with the statement made by the somnambulist; the age of the young man, 
the hour, the place, the costiime, and the manner in which he had been 
saved, were all correctly related by the young girl. 

We leave Doctor Elliotson and other believera in Mesmerism to give 
their opinions upon this incident.* 


Mr. Reynolds, you will perceive, calls this a superstition, 
and it is a question whether Dr, Elliotson or any other mag- 
netiser could convince him of the contrary. That Mr. Reynolds 
is a well-informed man and cleyer writer we must all admit, and 
that a single word from such a man will no doubt cause such of 
his readers as had little opportunity of investigating the truth 
of lucid somnambulism—to look with caution at the astounding 
reports now in circulation, But it is my belief that if Mr. 
Reynolds had been placed in the same situation as Lebrun, 
with the same evidence, he would have been as staunch a 
believer in what he calls a superstition as he is now in phreno- 
logy. If this had been a solitary instance it might have passed 

* We have had, in our own recent experience, several examples of 


clairvoyance (if such consciousness of remote occurrences can be so de- 
nominated) equally striking and conclusive.—Ep. 
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off as one of those dreams that now and then do happen to be 
verified in so remarkable a manner. But when we hear of such 
instances both at home and abroad, recorded by men of veracity 
and capable of judging, we must admit that “ It is impossible 
for man to tell what things in nature are impossible or out of 
nature.” Ifa belief in the superior knowledge of somnambulists 
constitutes a superstitious man, then I will acknowledge myself 
one, and shall continue to be so until what I have witnessed and 
considered to be facts can be proved to the contrary. I think 
the following lines may not be out of place :— 
“ With wise intent 

‘The hand of nature on peculiar minds 

Imprints a diffrent bias, and to each 

Decrees its province in the common toil. 

To some she taught the fubric of the sphere, 

The changeful moon, the circuit of the stars, 

The golden zones of heaven: to some she gave 

To weigh the moment of eternal things, 

Of time, and space, and fate’s unbroken chain, 

And will's quick impulse.” 


Yours respectfully, 
CHARLES PEMBROOK, 
Birmingham, September 9, 1843. 


A paragraph is going the round of the papers, headed “ In- 
jurious effects of Mesmerism, and descnbing a mismanaged 
case which has induced some suffering. We have observed it 
chiefly in those prints which have been most industrious in 
denying that there is any truth at all in Mesmerism. How 
very consistent! When will they begin to detail the thousand 
instances of benefit derived from it ? 


DIAGRAM OF A METHOD OF MESMERIC 
INVESTIGATION, &c, 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE PHRENO-MAGNET. 


Sir; - The accompanying diagram is designed to assist the 
experimenter in observing and recording facts. Facts, it may 
be observed, are all valuable, but not all equally so, and some 
derive their chief importance from their being associated with 
others, A tabular view both of the work which is done, and of 
that which remains to be accomplished, may assist materially in 
directing future inquiries. 
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The table is intended to comprehend all the facts which have 
been and which may be discovered : each experimenter might 
record his progress in his note-book, with references to the 
several heads, 

I would strongly recommend your correspondents to take 
up the consideration of different vlasses of phenomena, each 
according to his own taste, and to record minutely the results 
and the methods by which they have been obtained, carefully 
separating opinions and conclusions from the facts themselves. 

‘The very loose and general terms employed by some of your 
correspondents can serve no purpose in science. “I strength- 
ened his magnetic power ;” “ I deepened the sleep ;" “ I found 
I could attract him ;” are expressions which not only convey 
no information to the reader, but excite a suspicion that the 
person using them has not acquired the really difficult art of 
seeing facts, 

T hope Dr. Gibbes will favour us with a more full description 
of the experiments from which he concludes that the body has 
magnetic polarity. If his conclusion be verified he will have 
the honour of making one of the most important discoveries in 
the Science. Did Dr. Gibbes try if his fingers, after the same 
process, would affect the electroscope ? Did any other person 
procure the same result? How often did Dr. Gibbes make the 
experiment? What was the length and weight of the needle? 
Did he ever fail in obtaining the same result ? Iam tempted to 
hope that Dr. Gibbes is right, but the phenomena of heat, 
electricity, and magnetism are, in many respects, so nearly 
allied that it requires no small degree af acuteness and care to 
determine how much of a given effect may be due to one of 
these causes and not to the rest. 

I hope Dr. Gibbes will not be offended if I hint at a possible 
source of error:—-If the needle tended to rest in a certain 
position, from its own directive power or any other cause, a 
disturbance, from any cause, of the north pole would produce a 
vibration in the needle, and angles nearly equal would be de- 
scribed on both sides of the line of rest, Ifthe hand after 
repelling the north pole, were carried suddenly to the south, it 
would appear to attract because it was placed there at the time 
of the returning oscillation, allowing one to take place during 
the time the hand is passing, and Dr. Gibbes says the influence 
is only momentary; it would therefore require a sudden transi- 
tion to produce the effect before the dissipation of the supposed: 
magnetic charge. It is important, too, to bear in mind that 
thrusting forth the arms to produce “ magnetic polarity” also 
produces ordinary heat and ordinary electricity. 

Z. 


I. 


Te it possible that a living being can be put into a peculiar abnormal condition called the Mesmeric state, or Mesmeric sleep? 
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MESMERIC REMINISCENCES. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE PHRENO-MAGNET. 


Siın— With a wish to forward the nvble science of Animal Magnetism, 
and add a few more facts to the hundreds already established almuet 
bəyond the possibility of a doubt, I have been induced to inform you of 
the experiments I have made, hoping yon will give them æ place in your 
invaluable Journal. 

My attention wae first drawn to the subject by attending one of your 
lectures at New Shildon, where I saw to me new and wonderful things, 
yet, like many others, I must confess I was rather sceptical on the 
subject, and fancied there must be some deception or collusion with the 
partios; yet as there was nothing tangible on which I could hang a doubt, 
I determined to become an experimentalist and judge of its trath or 
falsehood by direct experiment. At the first opportunity I accordingly 
did so, aud made my first experiment on a young man,a companion, on 
whom I produced the meamerio sleep in twenty-five minutes, by the same 
means I had seen you make uae of. I tried all the moans generally 
made use of for waking a person from ordinary sleep, without avail, 
which fully convinced me in what then appeared one of the greatest 
wonders in Meameriem, In this experiment I succeeded in making the 
me and legs rigid, but failed in producing any manifestation of the 
organe. I must here state that I knew nothing of Phrenology, and my 
only guide in these experiments was a chart which I had found in 
Chambers's Information for the People; nevertheless with the aid of this I 
was afterwards enabled to produce all the manifestations I had seen at 
your lecture. I repeated the experiment three nights successively, still 
without any manifestations; but on the fourth I fully aucceeded in all 
the organs I tried, aad not only proved all I saw at your lecture to be 
true, es bome out by my own experiments, but also others which, had I 
then seen, I should have thought beyond the possibility of belief by the 
moet credulous. 

Thus, with the aid of the above-mentioned chart, one of the common 
busts, and the experiments detailed in the Phreno-Magnet, I have con- 
tinued my experiments up to the present time with great success, during 
which I have meamerised upwards of forty individuals, and given ten 
pablic lectures, in the course of which I bave succeeded in convincing 
hundreds of the truth of Phrenology by Animal Magnetism, and from 
others have had heaped upon me the most gross and virulent abuse, and 
chiefly from those of whom we might have expected better; but to time 
I leave the restoration of their diseased organs, satisfied that they have 
never been able tu point out collusion or deception in any one experi- 
ment; bat this ia all more than over- balanced by the eatisfaction I have 
derived in seeing the rapid strides the science has made, as well as its 
grea: utility as a curative agent, in cases which have come ander my 
own observation. 

Not having addressed you before, and previous to relating une or two 
of the cases wherein I have witnessed its results, it may be necessary to 
state, that I have produced in nearly all my subjects the manifestations 
detailed in the Phreno-Magnet, as having been produced by yourself 
aud your numerous correspondents, and also that before I ever beard ar 
even thought of auch a thing, I by accident discovered the Clairvoyant 
state in Thomas Waugh, one of my subjects, and-whom I have frequently 
mesmerised. 1 made the discovery in the: following manner:—One 
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evening when alone in a room together, I mesmerised him merely to try 
tome of the newly-discovéred organs, bat on exciting language he begar 
to say “ I can see the people in the next room; I can see from my 
stomach, knees, and finger ends; I can see your inside, and how the 
process of digestion goes on.” I was greatly surprised, and requested 
him to describe what he saw of the process of digestion, which he did as 
follows:—** Well, the stomach presses against the gall, and a liquid comes 
out and mixes with the food in the stomach, and part of it in passing 
through that channel, (pointing with his finger to the part) and part is 
going along that passage to the heart.” J did not question him on that 
subject any farther at that time, but asked hint who was in the next 
Toom. He described their several positions exactly, (which I ascertained 
was correct) and those he knew he mentioned hy name. He also further 
described the position of the furniture in the chambers above (although 
he had never been in one of them) quite correctly, as well as the position 
of my two children, who were in bed at the time, in which he was also 
correct, as we examined them immediately. This led me to think, that 
df he could see my internal arrangements, he would be able to see others 
also, if placed in contact with him, which was tried in my next experiment. 
He mentioned the individual by name, and said be appeared to be trans- 
parent, and described the process of digestion us before. On bei 
-questioned if he saw auything particular about him, he hesitated for a 
while, and then said it would not be prudent to tell; but being desired 
to do so by the individual himself, he stated that he had a rupture of the 
bowels, and that he wore a truss. This the person said was correct, 
which you may suppose surprised us all, as none present except the 
person himself, knew of this being ths case. I placed another of the 
same party in contact with him, and after examining him he said he had 
three biles on one of his thighs, and that two of them were covered and 
the other not, which waa the case. 

In a snbsequent experiment I asked him what it was produced the 
mesmeric sleep. He answered, “ You attract the electric fluid from me 
which produces sleep." From this I supposed, if he was correct, that if 
T placed him on the insulated stool of an electrical machine, and charged 
him with the fuid, I would not be sble to produca sleep atall. I tried 
it, and found by repeated experiments my opinion fully verified, for in 
no case could 1 produce the least effect while so charged; but on remor- 
ing from the stool I threw him into the sleep in half a minute, at two 
and three yards distance. Having succeeded in this, I reversed the 
machine, and placed him im contact with the rubber instead uf the con- 
ductor, and after the discharge of four small jars, I fully succeeded in 
putting him to sleep; yet he did not appear to be so sound as when I 
meamerised him in the usual way, but at the same time he appeared 
quite unconscious. This I attributed to my timidity in using the machine 
for such a purpose for the first time in not extracting a sufficient quun- 
tity of the fluid. Yet I saw sufficient to strengthen my opinion and bear 
out his atatement, that the sleep ia produced by attraction of the fluid 
from the subject, and that the operator becomes the receiver, and through 
him the subject receives the agent of bis physical powers, while in the 


sleep. 

PA a Clairvoyant, I have tested him in many instunces, by bringing 
fn contact with him persons with sores and internal diseases, which were 
well known to exist by the Individuals themselves, but to neither of ua. 
And I have never known him to fail excopt in one instance, which T 
attributed to his being crossed by the persecu going up to him too quickly. 
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One or two cases I will describe, which can be testified by persons 
whose veracity will not be questioned by those to whom they are known, 
some of them avowed sceptics, aud who only witnessed the experiments 
under the impression they would be able to detect the collusion they 
stated must be practised, notonly by Clairvoyant and operator, but by 
the parties examined, from the assumption thut it was impossible. 

A Miss S,, who had for years been afflicted with an abscess of the hip 
joint, had had the advice of several of the faculty, but without receiving 
any more than a temporary benefit. On being placed in contact with 
the Clairvoyant he was desired to examine her, which be did by moving 
his fingers over the body and limbs; he said there was a palpitation of 
the heart—the lungs appeared healthy—the liver good, but the stomach 
weak; he then discovered the abscess—described particularly its locality 
—its extent—and appearance; said it could be removed by the application 
of a poultice of hemlock and marshmallows: this was done, and in ten 
days she could walk as well as ever. Op a second examination he 
ordered the part to be fumented with the mallows. And now, although 
only six weeks since the first application, she is as well as ever she was 
in her life, 

A Miss O., a girl 12 years of age, unknown to either of us, had a 
severe pain in her side, and by order of a medical man had leeches 
applied, but without any relief. On being examined by the Clairvoyant, 
he described the exact part where she felt the pain; said there was an 
inflamed ridge as big as his thumb in the inside, and that on the outside 
there were five or six punctures as if she has been bitten by something; 
he ordered a poultice of marshmallows, which was applied, and in two 
days she was perfectly well again. 

A Mr. —— a gentleman who has been afflicted with a wet scurvy for 
the last seven years, has consulted several of the most eminent of the 
faculty, and amongst others the late Sir Astley Cooper, who have all 
prescribed for it, but without doing any good. Ho was sceptical as to 
Mesmerism being of any service to him, aud it was only on the earnest 
solicitatiun of a friend who had witnessed several experiments that he 
was induced to undergo an examination ; and at the time the Clairvoyant 
was thrown into the sleep we did not know that be would be there at all; 
he was an entire stranger, not only to the Clairvoyant and myself but to 
nearly all those present. He was shewn into the room, and although in 
perfect darkness, (as most of my examinations are, the Clairvoyant stating 
that be does not see well either in candlelight or full daylight,) on being 
placed in contact with him, he described the leg as being diseased, but 
could not point out any wounds for a considerable time, but he after- 
wards described it so directly as to call forth the surprise of the sceptic 
himself as well as of several gentlemen present, when assured by the 
gentleman himself that it was correct. On being asked if he know of 
any thing that would do it good, he said “Yes, the corrosive sublimate 
dissolved" in a liquid he did not name, as he said he would prepare it 
himself, (the Doctors did not know how to dissolve it properly,) and 
bring to the house he was then at, at six o'clock next evening, which he 
faithfully performed, without the matter having been again mentioned to 
him. This was to be used as a lotion, but before using it he was to 
apply poultices of hemlock and marshmallows. This was done 2s 
directed, and on the first application of the poultice he slept nearly the 
whole night, a thing he had not done for several years before, having 
invariably to get up every night as a little relief from pain. He is now 
applying the lotion—is nearly free from pain—the wounds are almost 
healed and look quite healthy, as acknowledged by his medical attendant. 
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These, Sir, are three ont of the many cases, where I have seen animal 
magnetism made nse of as a curative agent, with the greatest beneficial 
results, in the publication of which I sincerely declare I have not the least 
benefit directly or indirectly, except that through it others may be 
induced to make use of it, and \lerive that benefit which it has already 
afforded to some. T could have related several more cases where he has 
prescribed medicines of which he has not the least knowledge, (in his 
waking moments,) with the most beneficial results, bnt having trespassed 
to so grvat an extent upon your columus already I will defer them to 
another time, if you should think them worthy a place in your Journal. 

Before concluding I would mentiun a case I have met with within the 
last month, that surprises me more than any thing I have hitherto met 
with or read on the subject. A young woman, 20 years of age, who has 
for some time visited at my house, had a wish that I should try to 
mesmerise her, which I consented to, and consequently hegan by passes, 
&c., as usual. T continued this for five minutes without the least 
apparent effect, except an inclination of the head backwards. I ccn- 
tinued the passes for two minutes longer, and as still there was no 
appearence of sleep, I left off, supposing I was not able to mesmerise 
her, in order more fully to restore her. LI requested her to walk about 
or go to the door awhile; she attempted:to comply with my request, but 
said she could not move, I then found that some influence had been 
obtained, aud thought if so that she would be attracted by me, which was 
the case, for on my removing she instantly got up and followed me to 
the door. I then tried to excite the organs, which manifested themselves 
in a clear and distinct manner. Under the excitement of Benevolence 
she emptied her pockets, laughing and conversing with us at the sama 
time at the absurdity of ber actions, which ebe declared sbe had no power 
to restrain. Under the excitement of Wonder, she examined minutely 
the chimney-piece ornaments; wondered how ever they were made, and 
where they could come from, although she had seen them scores of times 
before, and were things only of an ordinary description, such as Derby- 
shire spar, apples, pears, &c., and a brass candlestick, with some shells. 
‘Under Acquisitiveness she seized greedily the money she had before 
given me, and attempted to get her hand into my pockets. On her 
wishing to go Lome I was obliged to walk before her in the street, until 
it had so far subsided as to permit her to leave me; but previous to that 
time whenever I turned in another direction she immediately did the 
same. Not having met with or heard of any thing of the kind before, 
your opinion will greatly oblige me, as well as many of your numerous 
correspondents.* 

I may also state that I have called upon all the medical gentlemen in 
Darlington, and those I have seen I requested to bring any of their 
patients with whose diseasos they were acquainted, and have them exa- 
mined by the Clairvoyant in their presence, but with the exception of one 
I have not found them willing to take any part in the matter. I am 
sorry at this, furitis to the unprejudiced part of the faculty we have 
more especially to look for determining its use as a curative agent, and 
bringing it into general use, at all events unlil it passes into the proper 
hands. I am determined to follow up my experiments with vigour, 
My not having addressed you before must be my apology for extending 
my remarks to so great a length, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


JOSEPH_SUNTE 
Darlington, September J}, 1843, 
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a We have seen and participated in many such cases. It in just on 
eommon to produce vigilence in some patients as somnolence in others 
by Mesmerism; and it often happens that susceptibility to external and 
even remote influences is as refined in one state as in the other. A 
youth of 18, of sanguine-sympathetic temperament, whom we mesmer- 
ised during the lecture of which Mr. Sunter makes mention,—a case in 
which we always produce somnolence and the usual phrenological mani- 
festations,— one day tried his hand upon us, and decidedly threw us into 
an abnormal though not sleepy state, and by touching particular localities 
of the head with the point of the finger, produced most extraordinary 
manifestations of the cersbral functions. These we could for some time 
reason upon, though we had no will or power to resist them; and, ssa 
proof that this was not owing to the imagination, or to our sense of the 
part he was touching, several of the manifesletions were at variance with 
the organs we eupposed him to be exciting. Having described the youth's 
temperament as sanguine-sympathetic, itis proper we should name that 
our own is somewhat active, being chiefly sanguine-neryous.— We were 
not lees delighted than surprised by many of our sensations, and still 
remember them well—indeed there is something so pleasurable in the 
recollection of them, that we should deem it a very severe loss to forget 
them.—Ep. Paazno-Mao. 


EXTRAORDINARY CASE. 
(From the New York Maghet.) 


Mania, Convulsions, and Nervous Head-ache, combined with Softening of 
the Bones of the Cranium; Affection of the Spine, Stomach, Nervows 
Debility, relieved in a Young Lady, aged twenty-two, who had been affticted 
Jor more than twelve years,—connected with new and important facls & 
the Science of Pathetism ; 


BY DR. JOHN TANNER, 
Medical Pathetist. 


Sir,—I herewith present you the facta of the above case, unconnected 
with medical technics or alterations, stating the simple facts from notes 
taken at each sitting, 

I was called on the 15th of January last, to visit Miss Mary E. F.— 
whose ill health had been for more than 12 years, a burden to herselfand 
family. On entering the parlour, I found Miss F. sitting with her 
mother. The firat glance satiafied me, that the young lady was deranged. 
Of course, I had no hope of receiving any satisfactory infurmation from 
her, respecting her state of health. 

On applying to Mrs. F. (her mother,) she informed me, that Mary E. 
had always been in a very delicate atate, and that, from the time she was 
ten years of age, had been seriously afflicted in her head, that abe had 
violent nervous headaches, causing abaolute derangement, which would 
last for three months at a time; that she was subject to strong and dan- 
geroua convulgions, and that her spine, uterus, and stomach were very 
seriously affected (as the sequel will show,) and her weakness was at times 
so great, that she would fall down suddenly, and frequently during the 
day. On enquiring whether she had had proper medical attendance, the 
names of many respectable physicians were given in reply, at the same 
time stating what had been done for her daughter, and of what litue avail 
the whole had been to her. I then asked why (as all the Doctora had 
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pronounced her incurable) she bad sent for me? She replied, that =» 
Rev. gentleman, an intimate friend of the familya had stated it as his 
belief that Pathetism would greatly relieve, if not entirely cure her, and 
hearing that I had succeeded in curing many, she sent to me, aa the only 
hope she had left of relief to her daughter. 

Believing this case nearly hopeless, but having a strong conviction of 
the power of this agency, from several cases I had cured, I determined, 
desperate as it appeared, to attempt her cure, the result of which you 
have from the following notes, and should any person feel curious te 
know more respecting it and other cases, I will most cheerfully, on their 
applying at my office, refer them to many who at times witnessed the 
progress of the cure, but especially to some of the Rev. clergy and 
physiciana. 

I pathetised Mies Mary E. F. several times between the 17th of last 
January and Tuesday, Maroh the 7th, at which time the most important 
part of the cure commenced. I will here remark that the second time J 
operated on Miss F. she was restored her senses. 

I commenced at the 9th sitting to abbreviate as much as possible. 

Tuesday Evening, March 7, 1843. 

T put Mise M. E. F. into the somnipathetic state, at half-past cight 
o'clock, in three minutes. After three minutes rest, the following dia- 
logue ensued :— 

Q. Can you tell me when, or how long before you will be cured ? 

A. Yes, it will be near five months from now provided you patheties 
me three times a week during the time. 

Q. When will your mother hear from your brother A? 

A. Mother will hear from my brother sbortly after the 17th of next 
July—he will send us * » > œ $ 

In sbunt two minutes ahe resamed by saying “ Dr. at twenty minutes 
of ten o'clock on Sunday morning next I shall be taken very ill, and 
will continue extremely weak, until Tuesday night, when you must put 
me to sleep. I shall go into the fifth state on account of my weaknosa. 
You cannot prevent it, but I shall then get better.” 

At twenty minutes past ten o'clock, I restored her. Previous to so 
doing, I received a promise from her mother, (the only person present,) 
that she would not mention to Mary, nor any other person, what she had 
said about being sick on Sunday next. 

Tenth Sitting, Wednesday Evening, March 8, 1843. 

Pathetised Miss F. at half-past eight o'clock, at the residence of 
Mis G. R. 

I endeavoured at this sitting to pathetise Miss J. A. S. at the same 
time with Mias F, but Miss F. being far more susceptible than Miss S, 
she went into the fourth state before Miss S. had reached the third state. 
I was obliged to discontinue operating on Mias S. on account of the great 
distress exhibited by Misa F. 

I then proposed the following question :— 

Q. Will my little boy (infant) be sick to-morrow? 

A. Your boy will be sick to-morrow, more so than to-day, but he will 
not be more so than he was yesterday, You will not be able to raise 
him—his span (life) is just so long—at the same time drawing her handa 
until they were about eighteen inches apart. 

Q You are pretty well now, are you not? 

A. Yes, very well now, but I shall be exceedingly sick on next Sunday 
morning, at twenty minutes before ten o'’clock—I shall feel uncommonly 
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well before going out, but on the step I shall be taken very unwell, Oh, 
dear! I shall be very bad. 

Q Had I not better pathetise you for it? 

A. Oh no! not until next Tuesday night. 

Q. Tell me, if you can, what medicines, or what 1 hsd better do to 
relieve you? 

A. Your own judgment will best dictate that to you. 

Q. As you will go into the fifth state on Tuesday night, and have s 
strong spasm, I had better defer pathetising you? 

A. No; I must be pathetised on Tuesday night, for then I shall get 
well soon after. 

Q. Will you be sick, and vomit on Sunday morning—very sick! 

A. Yes, I shall be very sick; J shall vomit; and at a quarter-past ons 
o'clock on Sunday, I shall have a very severe spasm. Oh! I shall be 
so nny and so very weak; but you will be able to restore me on Tuesday 
night. 

Misa F. appeared very much distressed during the above. She also 
stated that her mother had heard e false report from a man about one of 
her brothers; that he was not in the ship the man had stated he was, nor 
ever had been. On asking her mother about it she was astonished, and 
uaid ehe bad heard so, but that she had mentioned it to no one. 

Q Will you oblige me by stating how long the spasm will last on 
Tuesday night. 

A. Certainly ; it will last exactly five and three quarter minutes. 

5 Mra. M., one of the ladies present, requested me to ask Miss F. about 
er BOD. 

Q. What is the matter with Mrs. M.'s son (a lad of nine years)? 

A. He will never be of much good to any one, himself or anybody else, 
I cannot tell you now what is the matter with him, although I should 
know, but if you will ask me on Tuesday night next, I will tell you. 

I then put her into communication with Miss E. L. She conversed, 
sung, &c. until I feared it would be injurious for her; having been asleep 
two hours, and I restored her to her normal state. 

Eleventh Sitting, Friday Evening, March 10, 1843, 

Pathetised Miss F, at her mother’s at eight o'clock. Note. Miss F. 
had been quite unwell all yesterday and to-day—TI put her into the fourth 
state in two minutes and a half. After a few moments she said “I do 
not see you to-night; I feel weary; What a miserable creature I am to 
live only by constant excitement.” 

Q. You will not need so much excitement after you get better, will you? 

A. I will always need more or less excitement, but I shall soon get 
well of the affection in my head; I will have some of my old feelings 
now and then. Dr. you are troubled in mind, but you have not got 80 
much cause for it, as you think you have. 

Q. What causes those old feelings and that sickness you speak of? 

A. Dyspepsia causes me to feel bad. i 

Q. How is my little boy to-day? 

A. Not so well as he was the other day; he will not live long; Ido 
not know how long. Then, as if speaking to herself she said “ I will not 
get to church on Sunday.” 

Q. Tell me whether I must pathetise you on Sunday or Monday next 

A. Do not pathetise me on Sunday or Monday, but on Tuesday night. 

Q. Will you have the kindness to tell me how many convulsjons you 
will have on Sunday, how long they will last, &c. 
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A. [With a deep sigh and apparent distreas,] I will have six spasms or 
convulsions ; the first will last five minutes, and commence gt a quarter 
past one o'clock. The last spasm will be precisely at siz o'clock, and last 
eleven minutes. On Wednesday I shall be better, On Tuesday night 
you must put me to sleep twice. 

Q. Then you will not be sick again, but continue to get better antil four 
months, when you will get well? 

A. I shall be sick again on the first of April next, very bad in hed. J 
shall have two spasms then, and that will be the last—J shall never have 
another (with much emphasis and a marked expression of delight. Can 
you give me an emetic of antimonial wine, it will be better than # pe 
{which I had intended to give her, but which I had not mentioned to any 
person)—I must take it on Sunday. Iam getting a great deal of good 
to-night, and shall be much better to-morrow. I shall be very very weak 

and shall not leave my bed from Sunday until Wednesday. n 

Q. T want you to tell me, seriously, whether it will hurt you to be pa- 
thetised by others. 

A, Yes; it will hurt me to let others operate on me, and I will not let 

one do it 

Q. Will Miss 8. leaye us very soon? 

A. Miss S. is not going away; don't know the reason; but there she 
will stay; but Dr. you will be a little sick before long, 

Q. How do you know these things? Can you tell me? 

A. I cannot tell how I know them, but there they are (extending her 
hand before her) right plain. 

Then, suddenly, she exclaimed “There! Oh dear, dear!" and fell 
back in the chair, pale as death. 

Why, Elizabeth what is the matter? Do tell me. Juat at this moment, 
two messengers knocked at the door, with a message for me to go to my 
sister, who had been taken suddenly with a spasmodic attack. (This 
information was brought me by Mrs. F,) I continued my attention to 
Miss F. who appeared in a distressed but thoughtful state. She said 
suddenly “ It won't happen to night,” (meaning no doubt the death of my 
sister ;) then turning to me, she said “There you feel better now—you 
had better go home instantly —your sister is very sick,” 

Q Will anything serious happen to her to night? 

A. Nothing serious will happen to her to-night; she will get better 
soon after you get there. She is very uncomfortable and sick here, 
(placing her thumb on the heart, and her second finger above the pit of 
the stomach at the lower end of the sternum.) She added, the disease 
will take its course. 

Q. Can she be benefitted by pathetism ? 

A, Yes, if it is not done too rapidly and too weighty. ` 

Q. Would it do to pathetise her to-night? 

A, Yes, she will get better, but be very careful of her. 

T then awoke her, and left for my sister, whom I found precisely in the 
state described by Miss F. and she was much better in twenty minutes 
after I reached her. 

Sunday Morning, March 12th, 1843. 

After instructions to my brother to be near the house of Miss F., to 
prevent injury should she be taken ill in the street, I prepared some me- 
dicines to take with me. At ten o'clock T reached the office of Dr. C. N., 
who had expressed a desire to witness whatever might transpire. We 
proceeded immediately towards the residence of Miss F. When within a 
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short distance of the house, my brother came to us in haste, and stated 
that I was wanted instantly at Miss F.'s as she had been taken suddenly 
iL 

wr. N. and myself reached the house at eighteen minutes past ten 
o'clock. On entering the front parlour, we found Miss F. lying on the 
carpet, with a pillow under her head, conscious, but wholly unable to 
speak, and attended by Miss C. H., who stated that Miss F. was taken 
very ill at twenty minutes before ten o'clock, as she was about getting her 
bonnet and shawl to proceed to church. She was taken on the first step, 
in ascending the stairs. Attwenty minutes past ten o'clock, the attack 
of sickness at the stomach, with romiting of water returned, and with it 
her ability to speak. I, with assistance, removed her to her chamber, 
and having had her placed comfortably in bed, made the following 
inquiries. 

Q Describe to me your sensations. 

A. I am as sick as death at the stomach; it seoma as if every pulse in 
my body beats double; never felt es I do now; all power seems to have 
gone out of my frame. 


I ordered Vin. Ant. one ounce, divided into table spoonsful doses, to 
be given every fifteen or twenty minutes, until it operated, with draughts 
of warm water. In twenty minutes the first dose operated a litile, by 
which water and mucuous were discharged; a second dose was given; m 
ten minutes after, Misa F. said “I am getting worse, my sight is gone.” 
From this time until a few minutes after twelve o'clock, two other doses 
were administered with but very little effect. The fifth and last portion 
was now given without operating. At eleven minutes past one o'clock 
p-m., symptoms of convulsions appeared end rapidly increased, spasm 
after spasm intermitting every moment, until sixteen minutes pest one 
o'clock, when they ceased, having lasted exactly five minutes, 

At ten minutes before two o'clock she appeared better, and conversed 
with Miss S. and myself, Second spasm commenced at five minutes past 
two o'clock, and lasted two minutes. Three minutes after, patient dis- 
charged a small quantity of mucuous, of an orange taste, which she 
described as tasting pleasant, not bad, Afterwards seemed stronger, and 
complained of being hungry; at twenty-five minutes past two o'clock, sho 
made the same complaint. At fifteen minutes before three o'clock third 
spasm came on very strong, and lasted exactly two minutes; fears she is 
going to die. 1 then administered Aconit 2nd dil., by touching the tongue 
and by olfaction ; at three o'clock, she ate a crumb of bread about the 
size of 2 small hickory nut. Complains of a trembling feeling through 
the system, and says the bread lies like a weight upon her chest. At 
twenty minutes past three o'clock I gave her two table-spoonsful of weak 
tea ; immediately efter, the fourth spasm commenced and Ixsted less 
than two minutes. She then seemed perfectly exhausted, and lay very 
quiet (stupor) until the fifth spasm, which commenced at seven minutes 
past four o'clock, was very strong, and lasted two minutes. After it 
complained of pain in the stomach, and seemed very much exhausted. 

At fifteen minutes before six o'clock perceptible rigidity of the muscles 
(indicating a powerful convulsion) when the spasms commenced very 
strong, lasting one minute; intermission two minutes; return of the 
spasms stronger, with previous twitchings of the tendons, at five minutes 
before six o'clock; time one minute; intermission, with twitching of the 
tendons, two minutes. Third return of spasm shorter and stronger; time 
half a minute; same appearance at the intermission. Fourth return of 
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spasm at siz o'clock precisely; very much stronger; time one minute; 
intermission two minutes. At three minutes past six o'clock, the con- 
vulsions cease entirely. 

She lay in her lethargy four minutes and returned to her natural state 
at seven minutes past six o'clock, At half-past six, great desira to eat, 
having eaten little fur two days. Ordered crackers well soaked in very 
small quantities. Seven o'clock, p.m., still complains of hunger; re- 
peated the cracker diet. Immediately after eating, was very much 
distressed; says she feels a little stronger. Eight o'clock p.m., feels 
stronger than she has done during the day; desires to eat much, which 
I refused; etill very weak, left the patient at nine o'clock disposed to sluep. 

Monday Morning, March 13, 1843. 

Nine o'clock em., found Miss F. still disposed to dose; Mre. F. 

stated that Mary had not rested well during the night. 
Monday evening, six o'clock. 

Found Miss F. still very weak and exhausted; she stated that on eating 
the emallest quantity of any kind of food, she had violent pains (like 
knives piercing) in the pit of the atomach extending internally to the 
tight side, thence to the lumber region, shooting pains all through the 
system. Catamenia commenced on Saturday, and continues natoral, 
face flushed; headache, constipation, At nine o'clock, I gare Bryon Ist 
Dill. git. j., leaving another dose to be taken when she awakes in the 
morning. 


Tuesday Morning, March 14th, 

Ten o'clock a.m. found Miss F. better. All the symptoms (pains after 
eating) have left her. She took the zecond dose of Bryon at seven o'clock. 
The face ia still flushed; the itching, costiveness, weakness, with a little 
restlessness still continoe. At half-past 12 p.m., gave Nur V. let Dil. 
git. j. (dry) but to take a little water after, Diet, Gelat. Jelly. 

Tuesdoy Evening. 

Five o'clock p.m., found Miss F, better in all the symptoms, except’ 
the debility and reatlessness. 

Twelfth Sitting. 

Eight o'clock p.m. Found Miss F, still very weak and much more 
restless; waited for the arrival of Dr. N., who had expressed a great 
desire to witness more of this extraordinary case. At fifteen minutes 
before nine o'clock, Dr. N. not having arrived, and seeing my patient in 
an extremely restless etate with much pain, I determined to proceed. 

Commenced at 14 minutes before nine o'clock; in three minutes, she 
was in the fifth state. ‘The whole system perfectly rigid; unable to speak, 
T reversed the influence on palate, and then the tongue, when she spoke 
freely, but not so loud as commonly, 

I then put the following questions, viz.:— 

Q. Can you tell me when my sister will have another spasmodic attack ¥ 

A. Yoor sister will be sick on Friday next, but will get better; nothing 
ecrious. Hor disease will take its course. 

Q (By request of Mra. M.) Please tell we what is the matter with 

» M.'s ann? 

As He is very miserable; his spine is affected; you must pathetise 
him, but he will never get well. 

Q Do you see well to-night? 

A. Well, but not very well. 

Q. Be so good as to tell me, what is the matter with my infant sont 

A. The cause is in his brain; he will never got well. 

Q When shall I take you ont of this state ? 
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A. In ten minutes—I will tell you when * ° ° . . 

Q How long will my little boy live ? 

A. Take it off. 

I commenced the reverse passes, immediately after the convulsion 
commenced.—First spasm, a little over one minute, strong, intermission 
half a minute. Second spasm, not quite a minute, strong, intermission 
half a minute. Third spasm, one minute, and stronger, intermission 
half a minute. Fourth and last spasm, was the most awful I have ever 
witnessed, attended with desire to bite, throwing the head, oyes glaring, 
and rising suddenly from the bed, raising her whole body, so that her 
heels alone rested on the bed, &c. 

This spasm lasted a minute and a quarter, (making the time of the 
convulsions five and three quarter minutes, as she had predicted) when she 
fell back in the bed, perfectly exhausted and faint: in two minutes she 
requested us to give her some air and let her rest; in four minutes after 
the last spasm, T re-pathetised her as far as the fourth state (which T had 
ineffectually tried to do at the commencement) in half a minute. After a 
few moments I asked her, 

Q. How do you feel now ? 

A. I feel much better, and am receiving much benefit now, but am 
still very weak. 

Q- Do you see me better to-night? 

A. No, about as usual, I cannot go out to-morrow, but I will be much 
better. Here she resumed her usual sprightly manner. 

Q. Do you recollect my asking you how long my little boy will live? 

A. Yes, he will not be long to live, it will not be next winter, but! 
cannot tell exactly when. 

Q. Will you be sick again? 

A. Yes, on the first of April, and T shall be at home, 

Q. (By request of Mrs. F.) Will you tell me whether your sister has 
received the letter which your mother sent her, as if so will she answer it? 

A. Yes, she has received it, and thinks of answering, and will answer it 

Miss F, then desired I would wake her, which I did, she having been 
in this state eighteen minutes. Feels very well; desires to eat, which was 


allowed. 
Wednesday Morning, March 15th 
Ten o'clock. Miss F. Feels quite well, but still weak and in bed. 


Wednesday Afternoon, Four o'clock, 13th Sitting. 

Found Mies F. well, except very weak; pathetised hor in one minute, 
and asked, I suppose you will receive no harm from being pathetised 
this afternoon. (I did it to give you strength.) 

A. Oh! no, you are perfectly right. 

Q. As my head feels bed to-day, perhaps you can look, and tell ma 
what is the matter with it? 

A. Tt isnot your head, but your stomach that is very much out of order, 
particularly the latter part, 

Q How are you to-day? 

A. I am very well, only I am weak. (I am naturally weak.) 

Q. When must I pathetise you again? : 

A. On Friday evening next. 

T restored her after being in that state ten minutes. On returning to 
the natural state she was so much relieved of the debility, that she ga 
up, dressed, and took her tea as usual at six o'clock, 

Morning, t0 a.m, 

Miss F. very well, and out walking. bd s s 
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Tee Patrent’s Statemext.—I felt very well all Sunday morning, 
until half-past nine o'clock, when I was suddenly taken sick as death. I 
thought I should die, but I endeavoured to get my bonnet and shawl on 
to go to church, thinking the open air would relieve me, when on reaching 
the first step of the atairs to ascend, my sight left me. I called “ mother,” 
and unconsciousness deprived me of knowing any thing further. When 
you came in I lmew you, but could not speak.” 

Sratement oy Miss C. H., A RESIDENT IN THE HOUSE wira Mies F.— 
It was just twenty-three minutes of ten o'clock, on Sunday morning, when 
J heard Miss F. call her mother from the foot of the stairs. (I was stand- 
ing on the second story landing, and thought nothing of Miss F.’s calling 
at the moment.) In a few moments Mrs. F. requested me to step down 
to the aid of her daughter, I immediately descended, and on entering 
the front parlour I found Miss F. sitting in the rocking chair: she said, 
“ Miss H, I think I am dying." Miss F. then moved off the chair towards 
the floor (carpet,) on which I laid her, placing a pillow under her head, 
where you and the other doctor found her. I also witnessed her in two 
of the spasms, between the hours of two and five o'clock on the afternoon 
of the same day. My watch is three minutes slower than the State House 


clock. 
Friday Evening, March 18th, 1843. 


Called on Miss F. at eight o'clock: she complained of a pain in her 
left side, for the past two days. I pathetised her, sitting with her left side 
towards my right side, when she was in the somnipathic state. I changed 
my position to her right side,she evinced great uneasiness, and requested 
me to return to my former position, which I did, and relieved the pain by 
the touch, 

Q. You told me my sister would be sick to day, but I have seen her 
twice this morning, and found her pretty well. 

A. Your sister should have been sick to-day, I do not know why she is 
not; (then looking apparently with her forehead,) as it is you are 
mistaken, for she is sick, (which was the fact, my sister was taken sick at 
five o'clock, p.m.) 

Q Do you see me well? 

A. T see you better when my head is better, it will at times be worse 
than others until it is well. 

Q Ie there any way my sister can be cured? 

A, No, but she will at times be better. 

Q, Tell me how it looks about her heart? 

A. (With a shudder.) It looks thick around the heart; when she is 
getting sick it becomes all thick like black blood on the surface, it is not 
the heart, nor the bag around the heart, but it appears on the outside of, 
and close around the bay, (pericardium.) 

Q. Can you stay in the fifth state long? 

A. No, I cannot, because the spasm is all the time coming on. 

Q When will you be sick again? 

A. I shall be very sick on the first of April, about the same time as 
before; I will have two (convulsions) spasms, one will be five minutes, 
and come on ata quarter before one o'clock, and the last one will be at 
five minutes before three o'clock, a.m., just before the watchman cries. 

Q. How is my infant son? 

A. He is pretty well, but he never will be well, something in hie head, 
it is not dropsy, he will live about (measuring about eighteen inches, by 
drawing her hands apart one from the other.) 
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Q. Can T not prevent your having spasms on the first of April? 

A. Yes, but you had better nut: you can, but if you do, Oh dear! I 
shall have them worse. The cause of my sickness prevented your 
medicine from acting more than it did, it is the turning of the diseases 
that causes these spells of sickness. After the first of April my head will 
get better rapidly. 

Awoke Miss F. at half-past nine o'clock, 

Monday Evening, March 20th, 1843. Fourteenth Sitting. 

Pathetised Miss F. at eight o'clock, while she was reclining upon the 
lap of Mies S. As soon as she was asleep she started from Miss S.'s lap, 
saying, “I don’t like that,” and became viulently agitated. Finding I 
could do nothing with her, I restored her; when she came to, she said, 
“T feel as if something dreadful had happened.” At half-past eight 
o'clock I persuaded her to let me pathetise her again in a more proper 
position. I then questioned ber about the sickness to take place on the 
first of April. 

A. Some other time I will tell you more about it, (with distress and 
energy.) But just see there (looking at her hand as if with her forehead, 
which she had extended before her,) don't you see how it looks, darker 
and darker to the end, and there it goes right off. Oh! you must give 
me an emetic; if you do not I shall not live; I must throw up. One 
spasm will be about a quarter before one o'clock, the other about three 
o'clock, a.m. After the first I must have an emetic. If I live I will 
never have any more spasms, (natural.) I will bo taken sick just about 
twenty minutes before ten o'clock in the morning, You must make mo 
throw up a great deal, bile, dark greenish colours, you must make me throw 
it up or J shall die. 

Q. Why did you not tell me about all this before? You only said you 
would be very sick and have two spasms, (convulsions,) 

A. Because I did not know it then at that time; I must throw wp that 
hard substance too, (pointing s little below her navel, and to the left of it 
about two and a half inches, inclining the fingers inwards and upwards) 
I do not wish to die so soon: you must not mention it to mother: you 
will stay with me ali that night, won't yon? 

Here her great distress, &c., induced me to restore her. When she 
returned to the natural state, she said, “J feel much better,” and was 
cheerful. (Nothing has been said to her respecting the anticipated events.) 

Wednesday Evening, March 22nd. Fifteenth Sitting. 

At a quarter before nine o'clock I pathetised Miss F.:—She sat a 
moment as if looking and thinking, with her head inclining forward: she 
then threw it back, and appeared distressed: I endeavoured to call her 
attention to my kister’s state, viz. :— 

Q. My sister is better, I believe? 

A. Yes, she will get better, and better, and better; she will not be very 
sick again soon. 

Q. What evenings shall I pathetise you during thia and the next week? 

A. Any evening you are disengaged, but do not pathetise me on the 
Seurday. I am sick April lat. 

Q. Tell me what I must do to relieve you? 

A. Before the last spasm you must put my feet in hot water, with 
mustard. 

Q Tell me what time the spasms will appear, I wish to know the exact 
time? 

A. The first at a quarter before one o'clock in the day time, and the 
second spasm at five minutes before three o'clock in the morning, just 
before the watchman cries, 
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Q. What did you say I must make you vomit up! 

A. A quantity of bile, green, dark green, then somethiny dark, that is 
hard; it must come away, it ought to come away; it threw of the effect 
of the medicine before. 

Q. Tell me what that hard substance looka like; describe it if you can? 

A. It is dark and hard, I never saw any thing like it. It is where all 
the pain is, and will look dark and bad, part of it came away when I took 
Oralic Acid. The Doctors gave me nine smetica—I cannot help having 
that spasm, (the last,) but if I get well | shall never have another. 

Q. If I get you through that spasm when will you be well? 

A. In less than four months, 

Q. When shall I put you in the fifth atate ? 

A. On Monday night, the third of April. 

Q. How long must I keep you in the fifth state, on Monday night, the 
third of April. 

A. Twenty minutes in all, you must not keep me over the time, (any 
time) if you do, the spasms will be longer and stronger. 

Q. Shall I take it off? (Meaning the pathetic influence.) 

A. Yea, after I tell you: the other day I was running down stairs, and 
fell and hurt my arm: mother asked me if I was hurt, but I told her no: 
you must pathetise it now, and the next time before “taking it off." 
pethetise me again on Friday evening, s 

I restored her again at eleven o'clock, she having been two hours and 
a quarter in the somnipathic state. 

Friday Evening, March 24, 1843,—Sizteenth Sitting. 

At half-past eight o'clock, I put Miss F. to sleep, at the house of the 
the Rev. Mr, C.'s; she remained perfectly quiet, and apparently in a 
very (uneasy) thoughtful mood; after waiting a few moments I made the 
following inquiries :— 

Q. You appear much depressed, will you have the kindness to inform 
me what is the cause, particularly if it relates to your coming sickness? 

A. Do not let my feet get cold st all, put them in hot water with 
mustard in it, before the last spasm, and don't let me get cold. 
ink Where or at what time during your next sickness will there be 

? 

AE The danger will be in the last spasm. I must throw up before it— 
What mnst come away will look dark ; it ia bard now. 

Q If I cause you to throw off this substance will it be hard when 


jected ? 

A. It will not be hard when it comes up, but will look like a kind of 
thickieh matter. 

Q. What is the immediate cause of this sickness? 

A. My disease, and tho last spasm is the crisis—I shall never have 
another spasm, nor another moment of derangement. 

Q What am I to do, trust entirely to my own exertions and judgment ? 

A. The first spasm will last five minutes; commence giving me the 
emetics soon after it, and continue until that comes up. 

Q Can you tell me any thing farther? 

A. If I would tell you that I would be deranged you would not like it 

Restored Miss F. at hulf-past ten o'clock, p.m. 

Tuesday Evening, March 28th.— Seventeenth Silling. 

T called on Misa F. at eight o'clock, and was informed that she had 
over-exerted herself; and at five o'clock as she was lying on the bed to 
rest herself, she was taken with a return of alight spasm, having five oF 


. 
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aix between the hours of five and seven o'clock. She had recovered so 
far thet she came into the parlour. I asked if she desired to be pathetised, 
she said, “ yes, I shal! be better after it” I put her to sleep about nine 
and asked her the following :— 

Q. What was the cause of your being sick to-day? 

A. Over-exertion, I worked too hard; it was trying to whitewash did it, 

Q. I intend giving you Tartar Emet. and Ipecac. provided you do not 
tell me to the contrary. 

A. You are very correct, they are the proper kind, and I cannot live 
unless the emvtica take effect, 

Q. Tell me, precisely, when I must commence giving you the emetics. 
T do not wish to make any mistake? 

A. You must not give the emetica until after the first spasm, which 
comes on at a quarter before one o'clock, p.m. Your sister M. is going 
to be a little sick on Friday next. 

Q. What was the first cause of your spasms? 

A. My spasms originated from fright; when a child I was chased by 
s black man; was so frightened that I fell while running, and had con- 
volsion which caused this nervous disease afterwards. If I get well 'twill 
be on Wednesday—you must not pathetiss me until Monday night, not 
on Sunday, 

Q. Iam very anxious you shall tell me all you know, that can relieve 

ou? 
A. Pot my feet in hot water, with mustard, just before the last spasm 
I want the spasm broken as much as possible. 

Q. You hinted that you should be deranged, will you have the good- 
ness to be more explicit respecting the cause, time, &c.? 

A, In the night before I am sick, at one I shall have a dreadful pain 
in my head, and be deranged on Friday night, which will last until I am 
better. 

Q. Please tell me again at what time the spasms will occur, and how 
long you will be deranged ? 

A. Ata quarter before one, p.m., the first spasm, and five minutes 
before three o'clock, m.m., the last spasm. I shall be deranged from 
Friday night till Wednesday morning. 

Q. At what time will you be taken sick, not the headache? 

A. I shall not be taken sick till twenty minutes before ten o'clock on 
Satarday morning, you make me repeat about this yery often: don't say 
any thing more about it, 

Q. Tell me about Mrs. M.'s boy and my little boy, if you please? 

A. Mrs M. onght to have her boy pathetised soon, or she will ba too 
late. Your little son will not get well: disease in his head: it is not 
dropsy, but it will turn to that. It looks between, but it will tum to 
dropsy and he will not live. It is situated here (placing her fingers on 
the organs of Veneration and Firmness.) After a few moments she said, 
“I need not be so uneasy about dying, I shall be better off than living 


here.” 
Friday Afternoon, March 31, 1843,—Kighteenth Sitting, 

Present Drs, Neidbard and W. At six o'clock pathetised Miss F, at 
Mrs. G, R.'s. She lies passive in the sleeping state. In ten minnte 
twitching of the hands, slight momentary rigidity of the muscles, (spasms) 
snoring noise, with convulsive stiffness throughout the system; alight 
spasms increasing in strength. “ You will take me through if I throw 
up that,” “I aball be pretty well until one o'clock to-night, then I shall 
be deranged.” In about twenty-five minutes she said, “I do not like 
these, but they are gone.” 
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Q. What don’t you like? 

A. Those spasms, but they are gone. If I had not had them now 
I should have had them just at night, very strong. I shall be taken sick 
twenty minutes to ten o'clock in the morning: the first spasms will be a 
quarter before one o'clock in the day ; the last one at five minutes before 
three o'clock in the morning, and will last a quarter of an hour. If I 
throw that up, I shall live: it is in, and sticks fast to the stomach : it has 
caused me grest pain for the last three days. = 


Saturday Morning, April lst, 1843. 


At seven o'clock, a.m., I sent my boy to inquire how Miss F. was: the 
answer from her mother was, “ Miss F. has been very bad since one 
o'clock, but is a little easier.” 

At half-past nine o'clock I called and found Miss F. sitting in a rock- 
ing chair, in her chamber. On entering she exclaimed, “ There comes 
more, I don’t want a house full,” When I got into the room she said, 
“ Oh! its you, Doctor. There was a parcel of devilish little archers here, 
and one of them shot an arrow right into my head, and one down m 
throat Its thers! Iam not sick.” In a few moments she repeated, 
“Tm not sick, but there's those little archers again, drive them away, 
‘oh! drive them away.” Twenty minutes before ten o'clock she said, 
“ I'm so sick.” I took her hand and found she was rigid, with slight 
internal (spasms) heavings—in five minutes she said “I’m better,” and 
remained quiet for seven minutes. At this moment I reached a chair to 
sit upon, when she exclaimed, “ Dr. I would not have you sit on those 
chairs, they are full of little thorns, the archers put them there. I could 
not stay in bed, nor sit at the window, they are full of them. There! 
keep off those little archers and that fairy.” I pretended to drive them 
away from the room, and she became quiet. Ten minutes past ten 
o'clock. “ I must go to Mrs. I's now,” (rising from her chair) ‘ 1 have 

to cut a little dress for her—I wish you would all go home—I want to 

go—I must go.” She attempted to walk, but tottered, and would have 

fallen had I not caught her and persuaded her she was tired, and set her 

in the chair again, saying, she could go after a while, &c. Twenty 
minutes past ten o'clock another sick spell came on, with slight spasms 

aud rigidity, which lasted a few muments. I then had her put to to bed. 
She complains frequently of pains in the epigastric region, with much 
nervous trembling. In speaking to one of her female acquaintances 
present, sbe said, “ I am not sick; I am tired; the archers shot un arrow 
into my head, I do not like these little pains, (twitching of the limbs 
with slight spasms, increasing in strength, occurring at the moment;) 
my limbs and joints are all numb; no strength in them; I am so tired. 
Go away now! When I am a mement easy tho archers come. I feel 
so queer, bat Iam not sick; something moves in my stomach. The 
archers are moving my Mouth. I grow weaker, and haye too much pain 
tn bear; my tongue is tight; I want something to eat, but I am not 
hungry; if I don’t I shall die.” Thus she continued talking during the 
morning. At eighteen minutes before one o'clock, Dr. Shallcross being 
with me, also her mother and three ladies, I noticed that the stupor 
which precedes powerful convulsions was on, At a quarter before onè 
o'clock, p.m., strong spasms commenced, and continued with sligbt in- 
termissiuns precisely five minutes. After tho convulsions, Miss F. 
remained much exhausted. At half-past two, p.m., she was better, I 
then ordered a powder, (consisting of Antim. tert. 1 gr. and Ipecac. 5 grs.) 
every fifteen minutes in haif table spoonsful of molasses and water. I 

left, and and returned at half-past four o'clock, pan, The attendants 
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asid it had been impossible for them to get even one powder down. After 
some fifteen minutes coaxing, and at last by force, we commenced giving 
the powders and continued one every fifteen minutes until seven o'clock, 
pm. She (Miss F.) having taken nine grs. of Antim. tart. and forty-five 
grs. of Ipecac. with little or no effect. I then ordered the doses to bs 
doubled (two powders as one) continuing these every fifteen minutes 
until balf-past eight o'clock, p.m., during which time much water and 
light bile was thrown up, and followed by heavy green streaked mocuons 
I now determined not to venture any more Tartar Emetic, for fear of inflam- 
mation, Miss F. having taken 21 grains of Tartar Emetic, and one hundred 
and five grs. of Ipecac. I now resorted to Ipecac. alone, of which I gave 
thirty graine, and in twenty minutes thirty grains more, At twenty- 
eight minutes past nine o'clock, p.m., in an endeayour to vomit, and as I 
was holding her head, I heard distinctly a noise as of something being 
dislodged in the stomach, thia noise was also heard distinctly by Mies 
S. who was standing at the font of the bed, bat nothing was ejected: 
Mise F. raised herself in an upright position, and exclaimed, “ There! 
that tight thing is gone, it broke, it feela better now, (placing her fingers 
on the pit of her stomach, did't you bear it? it has been there a great 
many weeks.” Throws up a little dark greenish streaked matter. I now 
administered the leat dose I intended to give, being thirty-five gra of 
Ipecac. Miss F. has now had 21 grs. of Antim. tart. and 200 grs. of Ipecac. 
At a quarter before eleven o'clock p.m., she discharged ty vomiting, 
and without any exertion, about a pint of dark greyish thick matter, 
mixed with water, bile, mucuous, she then lay quict until a quarter 
past twelve o'clock, when she became very restless ; more delirions, 
with inward spasms. I give Hyose Ist Dil. 30 gtt. dry. In ten 
minutes she became much more composed, she desired to eat every 
few minutes, 
Sunday Morning, Eleven minutes before three, a.m. 

The stupor commenced which precedes powerful convulsions; st 
eight minutes and a half before three o'clock, symptoms increase. 
At seven minutes before three snoring noise. Five minutes before 
three o’clock the spasms was on, with grinding of the tecth, glaring 
eyes, great rigidity of the system, the spasms continued to increase 
with very slight intermissions, and were the most awful I had ever 
witnessed. Dr. Neidhard who was present all night, to assist me, 
cousidered the patient inevitably lort, In fifteen minutes she was 
through them, and alive! thank Heaven. 

After the convulsions Miss F. lay im a stupor; not a limb or 
muscle moved for nineteen minates, (I would here remark that the 
watchman cried three o'clock, just three minutes after the epasms 
commenced) when she made a faint attempt to utter something 
eae) in five minutes after she said, “raise my head,” witha 

int moaning noise: she gradually recovered her strength, and deli- 
rium, and during the day, she continued about the same with tha 
exception that the smallest quantity of any thing to eat, or drink, 
instantly prodnced the most violent spells of delirium succeeded 
acute pain. Iu this state she continued during the day, night, 
all Monday. I endeavoured to give her Castor Oil repeatedly, 
without effect. 


Monday Evening, April 3rd, 1843.— Nineteenth Sitting. 
Present Dr, Shallcross. At half-past eight o'clock 1 pathetised 
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Miss F. she went into the fifth state in three minuter. After a few 
minutes, says, “she does not want to talk, (speech very indistinct) 
you must put me into the fourth state after. The spasms will be 
within ten minutes. 

Q Can you see me? 

A. I canuot see distinctly because I am only partially in the fifth 
state, do not put me further, the spasm will be hard enoogh. In 
twelve minutes (after petting: her in this state,) moves her feet and 
raid something I could not understand. In two minutes more says, 
“ Take it of.” I commenced iustantly to obey, she having been 
fourteen minutes in the fifth state. Convulsions commenced imme- 
dintely, first spasm, three minutes, intermission halt a minute, next 
spasm, very powerful but short, length of the convulsion exactly 
eight minutes. She then lay quiet, asked for nir. After four 
minutes I put her into the fourth state in half a minute, when she 
eaid, * You kept me two minutes too long in the fifth state, twelve 
minutes for one and eight minutes for the spasms, I am getting 
strength now, (sitting up in bed at the same time,) I should have 
been in the fifth state twenty minutes iu all." 

Q. Look and tell me how your stomach ix? 

A. (After rubbing her forehead, she said,) I cannot see, you should 
have given me a cathartic. 

Q. When shall I take you ont of this state? 

A. Jn five minutes, I will come out of this a perfect Maniac, and 
remain so until Wednesday morning at ten o'clock, when you must 
take it off, neither before nor after, but at ten exactly: Don't forget. 

Q. What shall I do to remove it? 

A. You know. 

After a few passes she became a perfect Maniac, and crouched 
with clasped hands and head resting on my left breast, with fixed 
and glaring look she screamed, “ Take them away, take them away," 
“Take what away?” ‘Why those Dragons, Scorpions, damn, 
damn,” &c. She then pushed me away from her, and struck Dr. N. 
who tried to hold her. 

At a quarter before eleven, p.m., gave by force, Cast. Oil L oz., st 
half-past eleven o'clock 1 left to get some rest, having heen, (except 
about three hours) with her since Saturday at half: past nine, a.m. 
The most remarkable fact was, I bad a most violent uervous head- 
ache all the time, increasing as her danger increased, 

Tuesday Morning, April 4th, 1843. 

At nine, a.m., Miss F's attendants informed me, that ehe had 
alept a little, and the oil had commenced operating actively at seven, 
am, She was more quiet a few moments after I gave her Bellad 4th 

Dil. gttj. repeated it at one p.m, At half-past one I left to rest a 
little; T went to my father's, aud laid on the sofa. 1 fell asleep about 
two o'clock, and slept soundly until balf-past four o'clock: on my 
return to the patient, what was my surprise to fiud she had slept 
exactly the same time and hours | had soundly, and was better. At 
times she tried to (and did) get from bed to go away. This disposi- 
tion ia generally preceded by sharp pains through the the left temple, 
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indicated by her crying out, “ Take it out, I must take it out,” 
tearing her hair and using forcible gestures at the same time, (mean- 
ing the arrow which she imagined the archer bad shot into her head 
wk peak I gave at half-past eight o'clock, Bellad again, and 
eft her. 

Wednesday Morning, April ith, 1843. 

At nine, a.m., I found Miss F. entirely devoid of reason, (a maniae 
still,) and raving, she had passed the night until two a.m. pretty well. 
At two o'clock she became worse, and remained so for over two hours, 
then relaxed into a lethargy until near daylight, when the Insanity 
returned with great force. Does not recognise any person or thing, 
screams out, “Go away! Go away!" repeatedly, looks fixed and 
wild, startings, stares, calls on a friend without knowing her, saying 
also several times “Is it ten. Is it six ?” 

When answered she took no notice of the answers, At nine 
minutes before ten o'clock she assumed the same position in which 
she became a Maniac. Eight minutes before ten saya, ‘* Will you 
stay with me?” (spoke it rather mildly) inclining her head towards 
my left breast. As ten o'clock approached she came nearer and 
nearer, aud lays her head on my left breast. Just as the clock strack 
(city clock) the first stroke of ten, (and as she was grinding her teeth,) 
I had my thumb on her forehead, and fingers on the organ of Vene- 
ration, making the passes upward, and from her forward. Whilst 
doing so, she fell into the fourth state, (time exactly one minute.) I 
laid her carefully back on the bed, holding her left hand in my right, 
when she said faintly, “ It's good.” 

Q. When shall I pathetise you again ?—A. At six o'clock this 
evening. I'm getting well now. It is gone. I have suffered so 
mach. Take it off in five minutes. 

I reversed the passes in five minutes, She was calm and perfectly 
sensible, and asked, “ How long have I been asleep? I am very 
tired. I think I have heen to sleep too long. I never felt like Ido 
now after it. Iam all broke down: my joints and head ache” 

After laying quiet about an hour, and dozing, she felt better, aod 
took some light nourislinent. Pulse 80, at 13 min. before 1, p.m. 

Thursday Evening, April 6th. 

At 20 minutes of 9 o'clock, put Miss F. into the 4th state. After 
four minutes she said, “Iam now getting better fast. T knew you 
would take care of me. You could not help my being as sick as I was.” 

Q. Please tell when and how long you was under the pathetic 
influence, and auy other facts connected with it? 

A. Ina measure, all the time from Friday afternoon ; but 
cially from Monday until Wednesday. I will not have ah 
for a week and a day, and then very slight. I shall never have any 
more of my old headaches, derangement, or convulsions, All the 
doctors made a great mistake. My disease was between the brain 
and skull, and not the brain itself, as they said. The bad pain was 
cauaed (in the crisis) by something going away. It has been more 
than twelve years since I have been well. But I have never been as 
wellas I am now. I shall always be weak ; it is constitutional. 
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Q. Tell me how it is that Miss C. can tell what any person is 
thinking of, and remember it afterwards ? 

A. Becaure her brain is only pathetised. Iam coming down to 
see your sister M., and will pathetize her—she needs it: you are too 
strong. She will never get well—but still she will get better, better, 
and better. 

Friday Evening, April Tth. 

Six o'clock. Miss F: is very comfortable ; feela perfectly natural 
Put her into the fourth state in three minutes. 

Q. Is it now of consequence how long you are in this state ? 

A. No particular time now, but not too long. 

Q. Can you see me? A. Yes, very well. 

Q. Is that lump (bard stuff) gone from your stomach ? 

A. We know itis gone. Pathetise me again to morrow evening. 

Q. My head has been very bad for several days; can you tell me 
what ie the matter with it? 

A. Our heads could not help but feel bad. I shall mot feel afraid 
again * ° ©* but I sm so racked: my head is a great deal 
better. The lump that was in my stomach had always something 
to do with my head. It got larger and larger. 

In ten minutes I removed the influence, and she was perfectly 
well. She had been out walking to-day. 

Saturday Evening, April, Bth. 

Six o'clock, Called and found Miss F. had just returned from a 
walk of siz miles with some of her friends, Feels very well, but tired.” 

a Se Wednesday, April 12th. 

Miss F. rapidly improving. As she predicted, my sister got 
“ better, better, and better,” and lelt on a visit to New York with my 
brother, this morning. 

Drs. M. C. Shallcross and Chas. Neidhard will ever be remembered 
by me with feelings which I have not language to pourtray, for their 
prompt and efficient endeayours to aid me in the above case—their 
disinterested kindness in attending at any and ull hours, either by 
day or night, and their total disregard of “ What will the world say?" 
in their expressed anxiety tor the welfare of my patient, I trust 
they will receive my most kind thanks, as also the expressions of 
gratitude tendered them (through me) by Miss M, E. F. and her 
mother: 

And believe me their Friend and Obedient Servant, 


JOHN TANNER, 
Philadelphia, May lst, 1843. 


* Many of the details in the foregoing account migbt have been omitted, but we chose 
to give it as it was prepared by the author, We are contident that those antici; 
spasms might have been prevented, and the case brought to a crisisin a much shorter 
time, Where the susceptibility is so strongly developed, as in this case, the subject is 
completely under the operstor's control, and may be so managed us to anticipave and 
receive perfect relief, in a very short time.—Ep. 


CERTIFICATES. 


We, the subscribers, hereby certify that we attended Miss M. E, F. during her late 
severe indisposition, night and day ; and that the Drogas of the cure, with all tbe 
attendant circumstances, a detailed in the notes of Dr. Tanner (above) are correct. That 
we saw and attended Mias F. while 6 Maniuc, and thet we saw Dr, T, remove tbe mad- 
ness, und restore her senses and health, as ibed in the notes which were taken at, 
and during the progress of ber cure, and in our presence, 
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Mrs. Fairweather, Mias A. Spear, Miss F. E. Law, Miss C; Hazard, Miss A. Hazard, 
Miss — Booth, Miss B, Tauner, Jun., Misa H.C, Wilson. 

I ay Aar jlensure that I was present during the ocourrence of the convulsions, &e, 
to which Miss M, E, F, wns subject during ber late severe illness. The spasms touk 
place at the very tooment as she had predicted, As for as I know, particularly the latier 
and must di rous situation of Mias F. tbe history of the case as described by Dr, 
Tanuver is en accurate. ú Kran, uD: 

ne Consulting Physicians. 
Philadelphia, May 23rd, 1843. 


EXPERIMENTS AT HOLYWELL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE PHRENO-MAGNET, 


Srm,— I have again taken the liberty of troubling you with a few experi- 
ments I have conducted upon the patiants at Holywell, some of them heing 
of rather an interesting character, and bearing evidence in favour of the 
opinions already advanced by ‘‘ Mesmero-Phrenologista.” The experi- 
ments were first upon the front part of Alimentivenes; when I excited one 
portion with the point of a black-lead pencil, the patient wanted ale, then 
by moving the pencil to several spots all within the space of a quarter of 
an inch, be wanted in succession, “porter,” “water,” ‘‘wine,” &c. The 
next organ was Individuality combiued with Philoprogenitiveness. To 
the question, “ What name would you like your child to be?" at the same 
time placing the pencil on the very lowest portion of Individuality, be 
said, “ Some common name, let it ba Jack or Tom." I then moved the 
pencil to the highest portion, when he immediately said “ No, he must 
have a big name, a respectable long name,” I next excited the lower 
portion of Locality, and to the question “ What sort of country would 
you like to travel through?” he said, “ Flat lands.” The higher portion 
being excited he suid, “ No, mountainous country.” I next excited the 
lower portion of Order, on the left hemisphere, when he complained of 
his trousers being “ sbabhy on the left side." The upper portion being 
excited, he said he was “ quite smart.” By exciting the lower portion of 
the loft organ and the higher portion of the right organ, he said his 
trousers were shabby, had a hole in the left sido, that the right side was 
“ emart and whole,” that he would “turn that side to the ladies.” By 
reversing the position of the fingers, he said, “No, I will turn my 
left side to the ladies.” This and the other experiments were often 
repeated with the same results. I have tested the experiments on the 
last organ upon four other patients, each patient proving the division of 
the organ. Size and Colour produced the same manifestations as what I 
have before sent yuu, thus confirming the correctness of the former experi- 
ments, Having noticed in your last number some experiments on Form, 
by J. Stenson, Í tried this organ, and found that by exciting the several 
portions of it with the pencil, that he preferred in succession, as the 
pencil was moved, a “round form," a“ square one," a “three square 
one,” a “long square one,’ a “short square one,” &c. Ho prefermd 
the three square when the pencil was on the lower part of the organ and 
close tothe eye. ‘lhe round form when the pencil was on the same level, 
but nearer the top or ridge of the nose. These facts, I am aware, are out 
very palatable to the easy poing portion of phrenologists, but facts are 
stubhorn things. By exciting the back portion of that part of the brain, 
called the Bone of Life, the patient put himself in an attitude of attack, 
and eaid, “ Let me yo to the wild forest and fight the wild beasts, the lionn 
the tigers, leopards, &c., I want to fight them, I care nota pin for my lif.” 
This was accompanied by a wild and determined manner. By removing 
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the finger a little forward he became quite altered, and said “O 
keep those wild beasts off, I don’t like them, they will kill ma, I should not 
like to die.” He then hid his face in his handkerchief and crept under 
the table. By again replacing my finger on the back part of the organ, he 
clapped his hands, sprang up, and said, “ Fetch them here, death is all 
gammon, let me fight them,” &c. This experiment was often repeated, and 
proved highly interesting. Another organ which I have tried in this and 
several other patients’ heads, is at the base of the brain, right up to the ear, 
Zygomatic arch. It with every patient gives the desire to get married, 

One of the patients, a doaf and dumb young man, is so susceptible of the 
mesmeric influence that a waft of the handkerchief, five yards off, is suffi- 
cient to throw him into the sleep; a waft of the handkerchief upwards will 
take him out. Every muscle of his face and body can be excited while in 
his normal state, by the mere touch of the finger. If I apply my finger to 
the back of his wrist his hand becomes clenched, and cannot be opened until 
Ispply my finger to the front of the wrist. A third party has no power in 
opening the hand, but if while a third party is toucbing tlie front part of the 
patient's wrist, the operator then touch any part of the third party's body 
the patient's hand will immediately fly open. By applying the finger to 
the jaw-bone, below the ear, the mouth flies open, and cannot be closed 
until the operator touches the chin, Every attitude of each limb and body 
can be effected by the mere touch of the finger, while the patient is ina 
vigilent state, The mental organs, likewise, can be powerfully excited in 
the same state. I tried all these last experiments with a glass tube, three 
feet long. And by forming a chain of six persons, with the glass tube 
intervening, the effects bave been the same, for as soon as I would tonch 
the last person in the chain the patient's hand would gradually open. 
Although these last experiments were so closely allied to the phenomena 
of electricity, still they are not identical, as they can be effected by non- 
electric conducters. As the following incident may be useful to others 
similarly situated, I perhaps may be excused for trespassing s0 much on 
your valuable epace:— One evening I tried the effects of the Voltaic Bat- 
wry upon one of the patient's (the supersentient) he did not feel it while 
he held the sponges, but no sooner had J laid hold of them than he started 
off at full speed to the door. I afterwards experimented upon bis organe 
for nearly an hour without taking him out. I naually take him out of 
the sleep by one puff into the eyes. However this time every effurt I 
made in the usual way would not awake him. He hegan to complain— 
said he wus dying—that nothing but the battery would take him out—it 
was it that put him thus and it must be it to take him out Having 
read of patients being able to prescribe for themselves, I again put the 
battery to work, laid hold of the sponges, and then with a slight puff into 
bis face, he nwoke. The following evening, I had the same difficulty at 
the King’s Arms room. I tried every method I could think of, for ten 
minutes, to awaken him to no purpose. The battery was again fetched, 
and by Dr. Roberte taking hold of the sponges, and blowing into his face, 
be happily awoke. It had rather an unpleasant effect upon the audience. 
The next day I applied the battery to him for ten minutes, to see if it 
would destroy the previons unpleasant effects. It has had its beneficial 
effects upon him, for ever since he comes ont of the sleep by the usnal 
method, and in as short a time. This incident, simple as it may appear, 
might have ended seriously, and ought to teach us not to trifle too much 
with the human organism.—{ remain yours most respectfully, 


EDWARD JONES. 
Holywell, September 9, 1843. 
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DR. G. C. HOLLAND'S VITAL STATISTICS. 


Tn a most able work by Dr. G. C. Holland, entitled “The Vital, 
Statistics offSheffield,” (Tyas, publisher,) ure the*following sadly eloquent 
and important passages, with a hondred others at least equally so —froim 
which any genuine lover of humanity aud science will conclude that 
though bearing a lacal name, its interest is so general as to render his 
perusal of it exceedingly desirable :— 


Humanity A Surrerre BY Recicous Dievenewons.—* The splitting up of he 
religious community into namervas sects, united by no fellowship or sympathy, but es- 
errising more or less s apirit of persecution against each otber, prevents an immensity 
of good that would arise, were the influence of the whole combined in objects of general 
usefulness, Without encroaching on the sacredness of religious belief there isa vast 
field for their assoriated exertions, in the support of schemes to instruct and improv 
mankind—to teach liberal and enlightened principles—to interest the feelings in the 
study or the contemplation of what ia beauitfal or useful in the wide domain uf natare, 
or iv the accumulated stores of science. The want of such combined powbr is shown in 
the wretched condition of society, not simply wretched from destitatwn, but from a 
pervading spirit of persecution that either openly disturbs the surface of social inter- 
course, or in an uniler current creates distrust, misrepresentations, and illfeeling, * * 

“It is scarcely possible to imagine a more painful picture than whut is furnished by 
an analysis of the religious community. ‘The diversity of sentiment and the severity 
which aecompanics the expression of it—each sect having the consciousness of being 
right—and the indiferen with which each contemplates the eternal misery of al) except 
themselves, are some of the strange phenomena which fall ander our observation, The 
conviction, that millions will inevitably be damned from an error in their creed, so fer 
from exciting a deep interest towards them in Uiose who are sure that fhey ure in the 
jast path, gives to the countenance an expression of complacency, and to the conducts 

culiar softness of manner in ill accordance with the spirit which breathes from within. 

be worst feature, however, in this state of things. is the neglected condiliou of the great 
masses of the people. They ere as destitute of religion as if thie were « part of dress io 
be put on or taken off acoording to the fashion of tae hvar, In their wretchedness, bere 
is no temple that they visit in search of consolation, and in their prosperity, none which 
teaches by example the wisdom of moderation.” 


These remarks apply as weil to all Britain as to Sheffield, 


Ervect ov Prvatcat EXERTION ON THE MENTAL AND Morar OnGans.—" When 
a pursuit exercises rather the inuscalar thau the mental powers, the demands made upon 
the former are never favourable to the development of the latter. Indeed we bave 
observed a marked difference in the form of the head in individuals whose occupations 
call into play, in different degrees, the mental faculties. We are not disposed to ascribe 
this to an original difference of confirmation, but to the different degrees in which the 
mental powers are exercised. Nature will not allow, to any great extent, an expenditure 
of energy in two diffrent directions. The vigorous muscular exercise of the body mist 
always be at the expense of the intellectual faculties, The supply which is necessary to 
support the body in constant and severe labour, leaves only a limited stream of blood and 
nervous energy to stimulate nud feed the anterior region of the brain. Bence inthe 
forgers, and in all persons similarly circumstanced in the trades in this town, we pereave 
a large development of the hewl posteriorly anil latterly. The forchesd is asually low 
ami retreating, aod the space between the crown of the head and the ears exhibits a vert 
linuted expausion., On the contrary, in artisans whose business exercises the thinking 
faculties in a greater degree thun the muscles, the head gains in height and development 
both in the anteriur and lateral portions of it.“ r 


This passage alone will sufficiently recommend the work to the 
phrenological investigator. 


LIVERPOOL Purenowocican Socirry.—We are gratified 
to hear of the progress of this useful Society, meeting ut Mr. 
Calderwood’s, near the Adelphi. 1t is doubtless the germ ofan 
insutution that will one day rank high in that important town; 
and we recommend our readers to avail themselves of its 
advantages. 


